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Advice to the Engliſh YOUTH: 
Relating to the Preſent FJUNCTURE of AFFAIRS. 


GENTLEMEN), 


Make my Application to Tou who are the next 

to come on the Stage, to act your Parts on the 

great Theatre of your Native Countiey. I 

Proteſt you are furrounded with the bappieſt 

Circumſtances, and have the greateſt Advanta- 
ges, that any Youth have had for many years ; and it 
will be your own Fault, if you prove not the beſt 4- 
Aors that have entred the Stage, ever fince the Re- 
formation ; having ſuch Opyortuniti-s of improving 
your Knowledge, and fetling your Judgments aright, 
by Obſervation of the many Preceding Failures, and 
Falſe Steps of your Anceſtours. 

Now is the Critical Minute, and now is the Accep- 
table Time, both for yuu to hear, and me to adviſe, 
when both may doit without Danger: I canzot ſup- 
poſe you ſo ignorant, as not to know what is doing in 
your Nation : 'Tis a Great and Important Work; a 
Work of an Univerſal Concern to every Individual 
Perſon, of whatever Degree or Station : 'Tis a Work 
of the Greateſt Honour and Advantage, and I woald 
not for any thing, but that you ſhould be concerned, 
and have your ſhare of both :- And though all be con- 
+ cerned, yet you Principally z for what others do, is 
chi-fly for you, and you are to have the greateſt ſhare 
of the-Happineſs and Blefling,”if it ſucceed ; or of the 
Miſery and Diſadvantages, if not. 

Men Adult, Poſſeſſed of Offices, that have Trades 
and Fainilies, or otherwiſe engaged by Intereſt, pre- 
poſſeſſed by Prejudice, and long glued to a Party, are 
with the greateſt Difficulty prevailed upon, by any 
Argument whatſoever. For though they may be Con- 
vifted, yet they will not be Converted: Their Praz- 
Engagements are a load upon them, which makes 
them very heavy and dull, and the Whip of Reaſon 
and Diſcowſe muſt come often o'er- their Backs, be- 
fore they will move: 'Tis a great piece of Mort: frca- 
tron to quit an Advantage, or leave an Opinion, which 
for ſo long they have thought to be True. Weindeed 
Acdreſs our Diicourſes and Reaſonings. to them, ſup- 
poſing them beſt ableto Judge and Ucderſtand then ; 
but principally, becauſe they are upon the Premiſes, 

and in Pefſeffion and Adtnal Adminiſtration cf all 
Afﬀairs. 'Tis in vain to Addreſs to them that cannot 
Act. and They are only Empowered and Qualified 
by Law for Action : This torces us to Treat with 
them, and our Love to our Countrey, to them, (and 
to vou by Conſequence, ) forces us to continue it ; tho 
we find them never ſo awkward and untractable. 'Tis 


a great Drudgery indeed, to have to do with Men un- 
happily Inſtructed, and I think no greater Inſtance 
thereof, ever was, or can be given, thay the preſent Op= 
poſition of ſuch men, to a Propoſition fo clearly and 
apparently Demonſtrated, to be an Univerſal Good. 

Theſe Conſiderations made me Appeal and Addreſs 
to you, not fer Redreſs or Remedy : (For I know 
yon cannot aCt,) but by way of Advice and Coir « 
plaint : You have not as yet entred upon Buſineſs ana 
Afairs of the World, but are fitting your ſelves forthe 
ſame; you ſtand clearer, ard have tew or no Fettes 
on you; and ſome of you have not choſe your Sde 
or Party, ( or as ſome call it) yqur Religion as yet : 
And therefore, Advice to you I reckon the more pro- 
per; gnd with Submiſſion be it ſpuken, -many of yc 
may be better Judges than ſome cf greater A tholrf 
and Years: For thoſe that ſtand by, often ſee more 
than thoſe who are concerned in tke Action. 

Some of you your ſelves have (ſeen, ethers no doubt 
nave heard or read, and I conld g\r1ly with, ſome of 
you have not felt too, the ſad Effects of former Trou- 
bles, or later Calamit'es on the (core of Religion, ia 
your Native Countrey ; How much Blood has been 
ſhed ? What Devaſtations, Plunderings, and Ruining)' 
Towns and Families there has Leen 2 Surely you are 
not fond of 'uch Miſeries, but will take him to be 
your re: 1 Friend, that wil! ence-vour to ſhew you the 
Cauſes of them, or will in any Meaſure contribute to 
ſtem the Tide of Miſery, which will otherwiſe as cer- 
tainly carry Ton, as it has done your Fore-fathers, down 
its impetuous Stream. Tou are Embarqned on the 
ſame Bottom with them, and muſt expect the ſame 


Y. 


Fortune, or rather Mi(-tortune, it you endeavour not- 


to prevent it. 


Then in Order thereto, you may pleaſe to obſerve," 


That the Principal Motzves to all our Actions in the 
Chriſtian Religion, are Two; viz. R-wards and Pu- 
niſhments ; and theſe in the higheſt Degree, both tor 
Quality and Duration. Now, What will not men be- 
lieving ſuch things do, to obtain the one, or ſhun and 
avoid the other ? [ ſay, What wil they nat do? Or 
rather, What have they not done already 2 They have 
tried all the Ways and Methods imaginable, which ei- 
ther Wit er Art can ſuggeſt unto them ; and they 
neither muſt nor can be blamed herein, being about 
an 4ffasr of the greateſt Importance in the World; 
viz. Eternal Bliſs, oc Eternal Miſ'1y. 
Queſtion is, ( and r* fogliſh one too, ) 
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be the chief Manager, or miſt and principally con- 
cerned in the choice of the Means, to obtain the one, 
or avoid the other ? Surely the Perſons Intereſted, and 
not others : But this is the Miſery of Chriſtendom, 
elpecially of this Nation : Others the leaft concerned, 
will nee-'s chooſe the Means, and be impoſing their re- 
ſpeCtive Ways and Moce's on their Brethren. They 
tell them, They have found our th! cnly True Way, 
and that they muft and ſhall go in it; and on their 
Refuſal, have laid uoſufferahle Penalties upon them. 
He::ce come our preſent Differences ard Quarrels, and 
they will rever havean end ; but will certainly end in 
tine DetuStion und Ruine of the Nation, if any one 
fort of Men have the Liberty, or Power todiſturb o- 
thers on this Account : For when Men have been di- 
lizent and carerul, Pe:uſed the General Rule and 
Standard (rhe Scriptures} with Honeſty and Integrity, 
and uſed the beſt Endeavours to find out the beſt way, 
and at laſt having fixcd upon one, which they really 
think the beſt; { whetherit really is or is not, is not to 
the purpoſe, ) I ſay then, for another Party of Men 
to come with Violence, and force them out of this way, 
which they really think is the only way to Heaven, 
and will free then from Hell and Eternal Damnation ; 
What can be fuppoſed to be the Natural Product of 
fuch a ſort ot Violence , but Confuſion, Ploes and 
Ezmults, ard all the Oppofition imaginable? 
And indecd no wonder Men are» and have been 
fo uneahie, .when they ſee themſelves thruſt out of 
Paratice, and cnſigned to live for ever with the De- 
vil and his Angels, in Everlaſting Burnings: No won- 
der they have been fo troubleſoive to the World, di- 
Korbed the Afirs of Princes, unhinged ſo many Go- 
yernments, and nſed all the Arts imaginable, both di- 
xect and indirect, to Extricate themſelves out of the 
Way to Hell, and to get again into the Way to Heaven, 
fom which their Enemies have forced them. 

And had we ftudied, and made it our Buſineſs to 
End out a Way to involve our unhappy Countrey into 
all the Calamiries, a!l the Miſery and Confufion. which 
it has ſo long laboured under, we could not poflible 
have inventeda more ſuitable Expedient, than to per- 
fecute Men, and uſe Force and Violence in Matters 

Relip ion. | 

This is the only ready way to ſet all in an Uprore; 
for Heaven and Hell, Eternal Bliſs and Glory, for the 


Prize on one fide, to thoſe that win; and Eternal 


Miſery and Confuſion on the other, to thoſe that loſe'; 
and this not only for them(clves, but for their Poſteri- 
ty, which adds Life and Strength totheir Contention: 
Ifay, for Men to be ſtepped in their Career, and ea- 
ger Purſuit af er ſuch Things; Good God} How 
muſt they needs be Exaſperated at thoſe who hinder 
ard lett them ! It ſirpaſſeth my thought to conceive; 
and I am ſo far from wondring at all the Calamities 
and Miſeries, tha! Men have bronzht on the World 
cn this Account ; that I think they have been ſhow 
and dull, nay very Merciful and Gentle; and do 
zsather wander, they have not Perpetrated more ; 


(2) 


and had it not been for the Accidental and Unde< 
/igned Aid of ſome Unbelievers, before this time 
Beaſts had Inhabired Chriſtezdom inſtead of Men. 

Believe me, Force in the Matters of Religion, is 
the Rock which your Fore-fxthers have (plit apon ; 
a thing no doubt, invented by the Enemy of Mankind 
to diſturb them, and to make their Earth a Hell, and 
all the Kingdoms thereof, as much as poſſible, like his 
own. Theſe things I would have you confider and 
obſerve. | 

It lies not in your Power to A I know, and I fo- 
licite not that ; but it lies in your Power to conſider, 
to hear , to be fober and diſcreet, yes, and to dif- 
courſe your Parents and Principals about the ſame; 
and I hope your Religion will admit of ſuch things : 
I would not have you miſtake me; I come not to 
Proſelyte you to any Side er Party of Chriſtians, nor 
to diſſwade you from the Religion you were bred in, 
to be Undutiful to your Parents, or Diſreſpe&ful to 
your Superiours. No ; I know that every Side and 
Party of Chriſtians are in the right, and none in the 
wrong ; I ſhall leave ſuch things to God and your own 
Conſciences, to whom they moſt properly belong. But 
I come to per{wade you, to ule that Reaſon and Uns 


derfta1ding which God Almighty h:xs bleffed you with; , 


ſo as to d:i[tingoiſh betwixt that which will make you 
Happy, and that which will make you Miſerable. 
Religion, ( I mean the Chriftian Religion ) would 
make you happy, if rightly underſtood and managed ; 
and therefore, however at preſent obſcured, I would 
have you always entertain High and Honourable 
Thoughts of Her. Her Natural 1flue, are Love, Peace, 
Compliance and Charity, and whatever elſe can be 
called good, or can any way contribute to the ma«- 
king a Nation or People happy. Itherefore diſcharge 
her from the Miſeries and Milchiefs which infeſt us. 
I alſo diſcharge (which ſome will wonder at) all 
the Diviſions and Sects amongſt us, from having a 
direct Hand herein; for they wou!d no more affect 
or hurt us, than our ſeveral Counties and Corpora- 
tions, were they but let alone. It mnſt be confeſſed 


indeed, that in thoſe Nations, where only one , Way 


and Method of Religion is praCtiſed, ( whether right 
or wrong it matters not } there are mere Advantages 
for Peace and Quietneſs, but leſs for Truth and true 
Holineſs : For they al thinking that particular Way, 


to be the true and right Way, they are eaſy and bave- 


no Regret or Reimori(e on- their Conſciences; They 
make no Oppoſition or Diſturbance, enjoying the 
Religion they were bred in. which to all men is always 
the Right, Theſe Men indeed, are in a fair way for 
Peace in Thx World ; but as tor Truth, if they have 
it, it muſt be by Chance and accidentally ; for if what 
their Governours lays on them, or their Parents teach 
them, be wrong or falſe, they are under an invincible 
Neceſlity of being in the wrong too ; for all Diſquiſt- 
tion, all Liberty of Choice and Judgment is taken a» 
wayzand what will become of them in another World, 
I will not here determine ; But then in thoſe Nations 
where 
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dhere diverfity of Opinions, and feveral ways in Re- 
lgion are afoot, ,and the Profefſors of each think their 
own Way to be the zrue ahd right way to Salvation, 
and no other (whether it be, or be not ; whether it 
comes by Chance or by Choice, is not material, but 
their :hinking (o) To ſupply the defect of One-ne/s, a 


' general Indulgence and Liberty muſt be grantedo all 


P.yties, and this will make them all of one Religion 
(though they had but one before) ard when they are 
all of one Religion, then the Natural Conſequence is 
Peace and Quietneſs. 
theſe, and has been long perplex'd in Miſery and 
Troubles ; and that by our Unskilfulneſs, in taking 
wrong Meaſures, for thinking to bring Peace by Uni- 
ting all 3 the Medium we have uſed in order there- 
unto being Force, has Ruined and Confounded all : 
So that I diſcharge both Religion and Diviftuns from 
having a hand herein; and lay all the fault where it 
truly is, upon our ſelves, We have managed things 
ill; nay, we have been infinitely miſtaken, not enly in 
our Methods of Peace, butalſo in other things. We 
have called our Paſſion, our Humour, our Opinion, 
our Fancies ; nay, our very Vices, our Pride, Ambi- 
tion and Avarice, and almoſt every thing, by the Ve- 
nerable Name of Religion : And having embraced a 
Cloud inftead of Juno, no wonder the Ifſue and Pro- 
duction have been Strife, Envy, Hatred, Malice, 
and -all that Black L:/t of Enormities, which have (0 
conſtantly Vexed and Perplexed us to this day. 

Bat on further Confideration, inftead of blaming, 
methinks I begin to pity the preſent Actors in a very 
great meaſure, looking on their Actions as not alto- 
gether their own, but as an Infatuation on-their Un- 
derftandings, and a Judgment from Heaven upon 
them (which I hope God wil! now ſoon avert) for 
their Sins : For if any cf them be azked why they for- 
merly did, or do ftill continue to Perpetrate ſuch 
Iniquities, their Anſwer is St. Paul's, Verily I thought 
T ought to do many thing againſt that Name ; againſt 


fuch Men, or ſuch a Party. This pants me upon La- 


menting the Unhappineſs of our ſeveral Educations, 
which engage us in ſuch Mutual Severities ; it a'fo 
puts me upon looking a little more narrowly into that 
Religion, which by our Ill Managery does prey vpon 


Humanity. 


I conſider therefore, that we Suck not in our Reli- 
gion with our Milk ; nor is it Natural, but Taught ; 
that if any ozher Religion but the Chriſtian , had 
been Taught us, we ſhould have defended and ftood 
vp as much for bar; that 'tis our happineſs that we 
were Born in a Chr:/tzan Country, and not in ano- 
ther ; and that we ſhould as certainly have been Ma- 
bometans, had we been Bon in Conſtantinop'e, as 
now we are Chr:iſt:ans : That more ought to be A- 
ſcribed in this matter to Chance, or rather Gcd's good 
Providence, than to our Choice. I alſo further Obſerve, 
That the very fame Reaſon which makes Turks hate 
Chriſtians, makes Chriſttans hate Turks, and mgkes 
the ſeveral Parties of Chri/*;@ns hate one onother ; and 
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Qur Unhappy Nation is one of 


that is, our thonghts of their being wicked, and in the 
wrong : And fay they, Why do you Accuſe w ? Would 
not you have us Hate and Perſecute Wichedneſs and 
Falſnood, and eagerly Purſue Goedneſi, Vireue and 
Truch 2 Yes, fay I, by any means: But beſure you 
be not miftaken; have a care of calling V:irewe Fice, 
and Vice Virtue ; for not to be truly and rightly In- 
formed, is of the moſt dangerous Conſequeiice in the 
World; for it will moſt certainly Plunge both you 
and others into Inevitable Ruine : What it hs done, 
it will do again ; it has Ruined others, and will Ru- 
ine you. This is not only the Unhappy and Mifera*» 
ble Caſe of this Nation, but of all Chr:ſtendom. And 
no wonder indeed men are fo hardly, and with fo 
great difficulty, perſwaded to ceaſe their Mutual Seve- 
rity, and to become Mild, Gentle and Peaceable, 
when all the while they think, and are certainly per- 
ſwaded, that they are Proſecuting Wickednefs and 
Vice, purſuing Virtue, doing their Duty, perform- 
ing the Actions of Relizion, and offering a Sacrifice 
pleahng to their Maker. 

Well, it is ſo, and you are the Off-ſpring of fach a 
Generation, the Sons of /ach Parents, \Servants to 
ſuch Maſters : You are Heirs to their Miſtakes, as 
well as their Lands; and have Learned their Princi- 
ples, as well as Trades; and will be poflefied of their 
Conſequent Miſery, and as ceitaivly Ruine your 
ſelves (if you begin not to be Wile) as they havedone + 
You are in a manner ready Armed, bkeCadmws's Men, 
as ſoon as you are Born; and in a Pofture, ready 10 
deſtroy one another. 

O Unhappy Caſe of Eng/i/+-men ! But 'tis not the 
Nature of the Exg/z/b, the Nature of Retigion or Di- 
vifions, but 'tis our Indiſcretion, our I!l-Managery;z 
'tis the Uahappineſs of our Educations: And I Ap- 
peal both to you and your Inſtructors, whether ever 
either of you felt any Regret or Remoiſe in your 
Conſciences, in Worſhipping God in the way you 
were Bred to,but rather 44uch Complacency and De- 
light 2 Every one ispleaſed in his own way,and diſpleaſed 
with anotber;and that purely on the Score of Education; 
and we are Fierce, or Calm, Angry or Pleaſed with 
one another, not becauſe we are in the right, or 
have Reaſon on our fide, but becauſe we are 
Prepofſefled and differently Educated. And- all 
our habits of Love or Hatred, our great and 
high Veneration , or pitiful and contemptible 
Thoughts and. Apprehenfions for this or that Par- 
ticular Way or Method , this or that Sort or Party of 
Men, is all Infuſed and Taught us : And had yon been 
let alone, you had had no Hatred for th#, or Love 
for that way ; and therefore I Afcribealmott all the 
Miſery wich yon may have by your being Religious, 
to the Unhappineſs of your Reſpective Educations: 

But your Parents -muft nct be blamed for teaching 
you their Reſpective ways ; and they had not ſhewedt 
themſelves good Parents, and had betrayed a great 
deal of neglect. had they not Inftructed you in the 
way which they thought o_ bring you.to — 
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But they have done it, and you are ready to enter up- 
© n the Stage, Invefted in the very ſame Circumſtances, 
Inſtructed in the ſame Principles, and ready to act 
the very ſame part which they have done ; and you 
wiil of neceflity (as I (aid before) have the ſame M'- 
ſery, which is Entailed upon you, unleſs you affiſt in 
getting the Entail to be cat off. 

Now his Gracious Majeſty, like a Loving Father, 
has entered a Caveat already, and is about. to cut off 
the Grand Entail of Miſery, which has fo long Affli- 
Qed his People ; and will Order things ſo, that your 
Reſpective Educations ſhall bring no hurt or damage 
to you; that you ſhall be of «the Religion your Fa- 
thers or Principals have taught you ; and have not 
the leaſt Diſturbance in that, or any other which you 
ſhall think moſt fit to bring you to Heaven ; for Di- 
ſturbance herein has been the principal cauſe of our 
Miſery. . 

Your Fathers have been long in the Wilderneſs ; 
bat you are the Children of Promiſe, that muſt en- 
ter the Land of Canaan ; You are in View of the Hap- 
py place already; your Fathers, ſome of them indeed, 
are in Icve with Gariick and Onyors, and deſpiſe the 
Heavenly Manna ; they look back towards Egypt, and 
have been ſo long in Slavery, that they are almoſt in 
love with their Chains. This is of bad Conſequence 
for you, and it concerns you to make an Humble Fi- 
ial Addreſs unto them, that they make no farther 
deiays; but that they would cheartully and readily, in 
compliance to His Majcſties Defire, conſent to have 
the Entail of Miſery cut off ; and that your being 
- Heirs to their Lands and Eſtates, will fignifie little, if 
they make you alſo Heirs to their M.ſery, which will 
deſt:oy them, or hinder your peaceable Enjoyment 
of them : May be at laſt they may be Wiſe and Con- 
fider. If they wil! not, 

Then you may expect what your Progenitors have 
h-d, nothing but Miſery, Trouble and Confufion : 
You may expect Goals ar d Impriſoaments, Fines and 
Baniſhmer.t, to be driven from vour Friends ad Re- 
lations, from your Trades and Employments, from 
yonr Wives and Children, and Native Countrey ; avd 
muſt be put to a mſerable Choice, To ſeek your Live- 
liboods in a Forreign Countrey, or be ruined in your 
Own : And Jaſtly, You will moſt certainly be involved 
in all the Calamities, Plots, Treaſons, Rebellions, 
5c, which men crofſed and hindred in thers ways to 
obtain Eternal Happineſs, or ſhun Eternal Miſery, can 
' hatch or invent ; and as you cannot avoid being A- 
tors therein, ſo you will moſt certainly be Partakers 
of the Puniſhment due thereto. But if they will con- 
ſent, and you wreſtle ſo as to prevail, then you will 
have the Blefing ; your Land will be as a Field which 
the Lord hath Blefſed; you will have the Dew of 
Heaven, and the Faineſs of the Earth ; you will make 

onr Iſland the Miſtreſs of the Iſles of *the whole 
| ng a Land Fiowing with Milk and Honey ; 


Riches and Honour will encompaſs yon, Peace and 
Plenty will ſacround you ; you will be Aſſiſtant to 
your Friends, a Terrour tv your Enemies, and the 
Envy and Admiration of all about you. 

Too long, too long, has the Noble and Brave Spi- 
rits of the Engliſh Youth been Oppreſfſed and kept 
Under. Too long have they been ſhackled by Re- 
ligious Miſtakes and Superſtitious Vanities ! Methinks 
I ſee the Glorious Sun Arifing o'er their Heads, which 
will Diſpel all the Miſts of Error, the Clouds of Op- 
prefzon and Perſecution, and will Clear all the Thick 
and dark Foggs, and let them fee their way to Ho- 
nour; that will raiſe their Blood, ſtir up their Cou- 
rage, and let them be axmuch Engliſh as they pleaſe : 
Egypt, and Moab, and Ammon, are afraid already 
and if they be afraid now, when you but rouſe your 
ſelves, and o1ly in your Dawn, what will they do 
when they ſee you in your Meridian ? : 

Was there but a Great Charter ſerled, this would 
Entirle you to all the above Happinefſes ; and you 
might be as Valiant,as Induftrious, as Honeſt, as Good, 
as Religious as you pleaſe : You might fit under 

our own Vine, and own Fig-Tree, Eat your Bread, 
joy your own, or your Anceſtors Labour without 
Fear or Diſturbance. But now you can do nothing, 
you are rather Paflive then Active, and can only do 
what you are bid or Taught, your are held faft in a 
Ginn, and encompaſſed with Snares,and ſtand entituled 


' to nothing but Miſery, eternal Brawls and Wranglings. 


But who are your Enemies? Who are the Authors of 
ſo much Unhappinefs? Surely not your Friends, your 
Relations, your Parents; they are Obliged in Duty 
and Conſczence to do you all the good they can ; Aye, 
but'r's they (O Unhappy Education ! ) wbich Involves 
not ovly themſelves, but their Poſterity in Miſery. 
They are Obliged ro do you good indeed : But alas ! 
Miſtaken men ! They hinder yon when they think they 
forward you ; and really believe they are doing you 
good, When they are plunging you into all the unbap- 
pineſs imaginable : But when men call Evil Good, 
there is no room left for Counſel and Advice, and 
therefore I know not what to ſay further : But ſhall 
Pray out the reſt, and fay, O Lord, Almighty Ged, 
King of. Heaven and Earth ; Thou that haſt turned the 
Heart of the King,turn alſo and move the Hearts of Is 
People ; Turn the Hearts of the Fathers to the Chil= 
drin ; and the Childrens ro their Fathers; Wean 
them frem their Prejudices and Partialities; groe 
them a right Underſtanding in all things 5 let Mu- 
tual Severities and Animoſities ceaſt, and Mutn,: | 
Charity and Condeſcention more and more abound ;' 
Truly Infiru them all in' the things that belong to 
thery Peace both here and hereafter ; And thy I bums 


bly beg for Jeſus Chrift bu ſake. = 
FINIS, 
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